About this book

Bethlehem has a unique setting spanning a fertile landscape to the west and desent
o the east. Itz \Ii.'-'l.'lhl.’ environment made it a center for ]"I-.'l.l.| .|.|::|d .'1|.L|u|1.i..-. on the one
hand, and the perfect setting for desert monasteries on the other. [ts historical and
religious significance turned it into a place for pilgnmage and a tourist destination,
while its location on one of the ancient trade routes made it a ity for expansive eultural
exchange. The city’s present day inhabitants of Christian and Muslim Palestinians make
it a unique place for inter-religious interaction. Different aspects of this rich socio-
cultural history are the focus of twelve essays by: Michele Bacd | Amanda Batarseh |
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